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REPUBLICANS any LEVELLERS. 


At a MteeTiNG of GENTLEMEN at the CRown ANIY 
AncnoR TAYERN, in the Strand, November 20, 1792, 


JOHN REEVES, Esq, in the Chair. 


2 
The- following ConSIDERATIONS ard R+$0LUTLONS were 
entered into and agreed upon: 


NONSIDERING the danger to which the Publick Peace 
and Order are expoſed by the circulating of miſchiev- 
ous Opinions, ſo nded upon plauſible but falſe reaſoning 
and that this circulation is principally carried on by the in- 
duſtry of Clubs and Societies of various denominations 1 in 
many parts of the Kingdom: 

It appears to us, I hat it is now 8 the duty of all 
Perſons, who wiſh well to their Native Country, to endea- 
vour, in their ſeveral neighbourhoods, to prevent the ſad 
effects of ſuch miſchievous induſtry ; and that it- would 
greatly tend to promote theſe good endeavours, if Societies 
were formed in different parts of the Kingdom, whole object 
mould be to ſupport the Laws, to ſuppreſs ſeditious Pub- 
lications, and to defend our Perſons and Property againft 
the innovations and Cepredatior, $ that ſeem to be threatened 
by thoſe who maintain the miſchievaus opinions before 
alluded to, 

Theſe opinions are conveyed in the terms—the Rights of 
Man—Liberty and Equaiity—No King —No Parliament—and 
others of the like import; all of $a in the ſenſe impoſed on 
them, expreſſing ſentiments in direct oppoſition to the Laws 
of this Land, and ſome of them ſuch as are inconſiſtent Wit 
the well-being of Society under any laws Whatſoever. 1 

3 -- 
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It appears to us, the tendency of theſe Opinions is, that 
we are voluntarily to ſurrender every thing we now poſſeſs; 
our Religion and our Laws; our civil Government and 
Civil Society; and that we are to truſt to the formation of 
ſomething New, upon the principles of Equality, and under 
the auſpices of ſpeculative men, who have conceived ideas 
of perfection that never yet were known in the World; 
And it appears, that the Miſſionaries of this Sect are aiming 
at effecting the Overthrow of the preſent Syſtem of Govern- 
ment and Society, by infuſing into the minds of ignorant 
men cauſes of diſcontent adapted to their various ſtations : 
ſome of which cauſes are wholly imaginary, and the reſt are 
ſuch as inſeparably belong to civil life; have exiſted, and 
ever will exiſt, under all Forms of Government; cannot be 
removed by any change, and will be aggravated and multi- 
plied, a hundred fold, by the change propoſed. 

It appears from Hiſtory and Obſervation, that the inequa- 
lity of rank and fortune in this happy Country, is more the 
reſult of every man's on exections, than of any controuling 
inſtitution of the State. Men become great, who have 
greatly diſtinguiſhed themſelves by the application of talents 
natural or acquired. Men become rich, who have perſevered 
with induſtry in the application to Trade and Commerce, 
to Manufactures, and other uſeful employments, How 
many perſons now of great rank and fortune, who were born 
without either! How many rich Merchants and Traders 


who begun their career in the loweſt employments of the 
ſhop and counting-houſe |! 


In the progreſs to this advancement they have all, in their 
ſtations, contributed their ſhare towards the ſhow of opus» 
lence, both publick and private, which is to be ſeen in ever 
part of this Hand. It is by the effects of this induſtry, that 
the Gentleman is enabled to ſupport his rank and ſtation ; 
and the Merchant and "Tradeſman to employ his Cierks, 
Journeymen, and Apprentices. Hence comes the price of 
the Farmer's corn, and the wages of Servants of every de- 
ſcription, By this happy [neguality, and dependence ot one 
man on another, employment is found for all, in their ſe- 
veral vocations to which they have been called by deſign or 
acc:Jent. This Inequality and dependence is ſo infinitely 
diverſified in this country, that there is no place upon earth 
where there are ſo many ways, in which a man by his talents 

and induſtry may raiſe himſelf above his equals. This has 

ÞHitherto been thought a pre-eminent happineſs that was pe- 
gular to ourſelves, and ought to be cheriſhed : it has been 
aſeribed to the protecting influence which Property has 
Always enjoyed under equal Laws; and it has encrealed of 


late 


1 
late years in a wonderful degree, by the proſperity which 
was cauſed, and can only be continued by the ſame influence. 
We are, upon the fulleſt deliberation, of opinion, that 
propoſing to pull down this goodly fabrick, which has been 
gradually reared by the ſucceſſive virtue and induſtry of all 
the great and good men who have lived in this Iſland for 
_ centuries, and to ſubmit to begin afreſh upon a new ſyſtem 
of Equality, as it is called, ſeems a propoſition that can be 
ſuggeſted only by the moſt undiſguiſed wickedneſs, and 
entertained by the groſſeſt folly. 

Becauſe, if ſo wild a plan was to be carried into execution, 
and all men were made equal, they would from that moment 
begin to ſtruggle, who ſhould firſt riſe above his equals; 
and it is beyond all queſtion, if there was any induſtry, or 
any virtue; if there was peace, and publick proſperity ; if 
there was private happineſs and publick, in ſuch new-formed 
Society, there would gradually ariſe an Inequality of Rank 
and Fortune. 

We foreſee, from recent experiment in a neighbouring 


country, that in the operation of bringing to paſs ſuch a 


tranſition, the lives and properties of all perſons in this 
Iſland would be expoſed to the arbitrary diſpoſal of ſelf- 


opinionated Philoſophers, and a wild and needy Mob, delu- - 
ded and inſtigated by them; that with the introduction of 


Equality in Rank and Fortune, an expeCtation would be 
raiſed in the Lower Orders, which mutit firſt be gratified 
with plunder, and afterwards would fink into a ſtate of diſ- 
appointment and abject poverty. When all were equalized, 
there would no longer be a ſuperfluity to pay the hire of 
Servants, or purchaſe the productions of Art or Manufac- 
ture; no Commerce, no Credit; no reſource for the active, 
but in robbery, and in all thoſe publick diſorders which 
make life miſerable. Thus would the preſent generation 
be certainly ruined ; that which is to follow could not pro- 
2 to itſelf a remedy, but in purſuing the fame Arts of 

eace which had been ſo capriciouſly abandoned; and the 
more they proſpered in. that purſuit, the more they would 
contribute to reproduce the Inequality which had been before 
condemned and exploded —Where then are the Bleſſings of 
this Reform, and to what purpoſe is miſery to be brought 
on the preſent Generation ? | | 


It is with grief we ſee that in a neighbouring country the 
carrying into practice of this wild doctrine of Equality and 
the Rights of Man, has already produced theſe evils, nue 
ethers ten thouſand times greater, It is not yet publickly 


known, nor can it enter into the gentle heart of a BRT 
to conceive, the number of atrocious crimes againſt Sos - -—_— 
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and Man, that have been commited in ſupport of theſs 
opinions. Murders and aflaflinations have been deliberately 
planned, and juſtified by ſome of theſe pretended philoſo- 
phers, as the means to attain their ends of reform, With 
all their pretences and promiſes, they have N 8 to vio- 
late every right, Civil and Natural, that ſhould have been 
obſerved towards their Equals ;—the people, who have onl 
changed their maſters, groan under new tyrannies of which 

they never heard or dreamed; and are ſubjected to the chaſ- 

tiſement of one deſperate leader after another, The exceſſes 

of theſe ruffian Demagogues have no bounds; they have 

already ſurpaſſed the wildeſt phrenzies of Fanaticiſm, Su- 
perſtition, and Enthuſiaſm; plundering and murdering at 
home, and propagating their opinions by the ſword in foreign 
countries ;—impoſture, fallacy, falſehood, and bloodſhed ;— 
their philoſophy is the idle talk of Schoolboys ; and their 
actions are the ſavage ferociouſneſs of wild beaſts. 

Such are the n:w lights and the falſe philsſophy of our pre- 
tended Reformers, and ſuch the effects they have produced, 
where, alone, they have unfortunately been tried. But, 
however theſe poor pretences, may have impoſed on the un- 
derſtandings of men, in a neighbouring country, bred in 
Ignorance, oppreſſion, and poverty, they can have no influ- 
ence on the good ſenſe and gravity of Eritons, who have 
been uſed to the enjoyment of true Liberty, and every day 
feel the bleſſings of abundance derived frem a productive 
induſtry, protected by Equal Laws, and a free Government. 
It is well known, that thoſe who are virtuous and honeſt 
have many more means of acquiring eaſe and comfort, 
wealth and diſtinftion, and in a ſuperior degree, in this 
country than in any other ;—it is well known, that we al- 
ready poſſeſs, and have long poſſeſſed, really and truly That 
Which the pretended Reformers would perſuade ignorant 
people they alone can' beſtow. It has been the pride of 
PRI s to boaſt of their Liberty and Property; and although 
theſe viſionary Reformers have choſen to ſubſtitute the notion 
of Equality in the place of the latter, it is truſted there are 
enough who know too well the value of their Property, 
acquired under the influence of true Liberty, to ſurrender it 
in exchange for an empty name, It is well known, and 
we feel it daily, that we have as much of theſe pretended 
new inventions, as is neceſſary and convenient for a well- 
ordered Society. Every one has all the Rights of Man that 
leave him at liberty to do good to himſelf and his neighbour, 
- and (what is worth conſidering) to protect his perſon and 
property againſt open or ſecret plunderers. He has as much 
ef Zquality as one man can poſſeſs without diminiſhing. the 

3 ; Equality: 
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Equality of his neighbour. We are told by our Religion 
(for We have a Religion,) that we are to do unto all men as 
zbe would that men ſhould do unta us; and this is realized to us 
by the firm adminiſtration of the Law; which ſuffers no 
injury to go without a remedy, and affords a remedy equally 
to the proudeſt and the pooreſt. BY 

Such are The Rights of Man ; ſuch The Liberty and Equality 
which we have long enjoyed; under theſe we have lived and 
proſpered, both in publick and private, beyond the exam- 
ple of any country: and to maintain them, as they are, un- 
Impaired by the fancies of Pedant-Politicians, or the rude 
hands of Ruffin Levellers, every TRUE BRITON ought to 
ſhed his blood. | 

Impreſſed with theſe ſentiments in favour of our happy 
Eſtabliſhment, and alarmed by the miſchievous endeavours, 
that are now uſing by wicked men, to miſlead the unin- 
formed, and to ſpirit up the diſcontenred by furniſhing them 
with plauſible topicks, tending to the ſubverſion of the 
State, and incompatible with all Government whatſo- 
ever : 

We do, as private men, unconnected with any Party or 
deſcription of perſons at home, taking no concern in the 
ſtruggles at this moment making abroad, but moſt ſeriouſly 
anxious to preſerve the true Liberty, and unexampled proſ- 
perity we happily enjoy in this kingdom, think it expedient 
and neceſſary to form ourſelves into an As$0CIAT10N for the 
purpoſe of diſcouraging, in every way that lies in our power, 
the progreſs of ſuch nefarious deſigns as are meditated by 
the wicked and ſenſeleſs Reformers of the preſent time; 
and we do hereby reſolve, and declare as follows: | 

F:irsT—T hat the perſons preſent at this Meeting do be- 
come a Society for diſcouraging and ſuppreſſing Seditious 
Publications, tending to diſturb the Peace of this Kingdom, 
and for ſupporting a due execution of the Laws made for the 
protection of perſons and property. 6 | 

 SECONDLY— hat this Society do uſe its beſt endeavours \ 
occaſionally to explain thoſe topicks of publick diſcuſſion 
which have been fo perverted by evil-deſigning men, and to 
ſhew, by irrefragable proof, that they are not applicable to 
the State of this Country, that they can produce no good, 
and certainly muſt produce great evil. 

THIR DIY That this Society will receive with great 
thanks all communications that ſhall be made to it for the 
above purpoſes. | 

FouRTHLY—T hat it be recommended to all thoſe, who 
are friends to the Eſtabliſhed Law, and to peaceable Society, 
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to form themſelves, in their different neighbourhoods, inte 


ſimilar Societies for promoting the ſame laudable purpoſes. 


FirTHLY—T hat this Society do meet at this place or 
elſewhere, every 1 utsDaAy, T mursDAY, and SATURDAY. 
SIXTHEY— That theſe Conſiderations and Reſolutions be 
printed in all the publick Papers, and otherwiſe circulated 
into all parts of the Kingdom, 5 
By Order of the SociExv, 
. MOORE, Secretary. 


Ni. B. All Letters and Communications are requeſted to 
be addreſſed to the Secretary at this place. 


WY 
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At a MEETING of the SOCIETY at the Crows 
and AncnorR TAVERN, November 24, 1792. 


JOHN REEVES, Es. is the Chair. 


" TPON reading the CHARGE delivered by Mr. Jusricx 
ASHURST to the Grand Jury in the Court of King's 
Bench this Term, it was refolved, That the ſame be 
immediately printed and diſtributed in various ways for the 
better inſtruction of all ranks of people in the value they 
ought to ſet upon the good laws and government delivered 
down to us by our anceſtors. 

The letters daily received from perſons who are deſirous 
of aſſiſting the views of this Society, are very numerous, 
and contain many uſeful communications. The writers 
of them ate entitled to every acknowledgement; ſuch as 
require private anſwers ſhall receive them from the Secre- 
tary, and it will ſoon be ſeen what uſe is made of ſome of 
the communications, | 

The Gentlemen of this Society cannot refrain from an- 
nouncing once more how happy they are to find the numbers 
of thoſe increaſe, who come forward to ſupport the deſign 
of their Inſtitution. 

In conſequence of a wiſh expreſſed by many, that an 
opening ſhould be given for perſons of all forts to declare 
their deſire of ſupporting ſo good a cauſe, a book has been 
opened at the Crown and Anchor for names to be ſet down, 
and it is now earneſtly wiſhed that all perſons favourable to 
the preſent deſign, will ſignify it by inſerting their names 
in ſuch book, 1 e 


One 


[ 9 ] 
One of the duties this Society has impoſed on itſelf is to 
encourage perſons to form ſimiliar Societies in different 
parts of the town, it is much to be wiſhed that a Society 
were formed in the City of London, another in Weſtmin- 
fter, and another in the Borough, When thoſe great So- 
cieties were formed, it might be conſidered, and would be 
ſeen by the effect of them, whether it would be neceſſary to 
make ſmaller Societies around them, to aſſiſt and co-ope- 
rate. : 
It ſhould ſeem, that the buſineſs of ſuch Societies ſhould 
be conducted by a Committee, and that the Committee 
ſhould be ſmall, as better adapted for diſpatch of buſineſs ; 
for it ſhould be remembered, that theſe are not open So- 
cieties for talk and debate, but for private conſultation and 
real buſineſs, The ſociety at large need not meet more than 
once a month, oronce in two or three months, to audit the 
accounts, and ſee to the application of the money, The 
object of ſuch Societies ſhould be to check the circulation 
of ſeditious publications of all kinds, whether newſpapers 
er pamphlets, or the invitations to club-meetings, by diſco- 
vering and bringing to juſtice not only the authors and prin- 
ters of them, but thoſe whe keep them in ſhops, or hawk 
them in the ſtreets for ſale ; or, what is much worle, are em- 
ployed in circulating them from houſe to houſe in any 
manner whatever, | 
SECONDLY, They ſhould by reaſoning, and by circulating 
cheap books and papers, endeavour to undeceive thoſe poor 
people who have been mitlead by the infaſion of opinions 
dangerous to their own welfare and that of the State. 


 TrirRDLY, They ſhould hold themſelves in readineſs to 
prevent or ſuppreſs tumults or riots, if neceſſary. 

LasTLy,. It ſhould be a part of the original compact of 
every ſuch Society, that in what they mean to do, they ſhall 
always act in ſubordination to the Magiſtrate and the Ex. 
ecutive Government, and in their aid and ſupport, and not 
. otherwiſe, bf 

The Society, after full conſideration of the nature 
of private meetings, formed with a deſign to take 
cogniſance of what is tranſacted by the Executive and 
Legiſtative Powers of the country, are o opinion, that all 
ſuch meetings are irregular. Such diſtinct and unharmoni- 
zed centers have the effect of intercepting and drawing 
around themſelves ſome of that force, and contidence of 
the people, which ſhould paſs on to their only true center, 
the condiccend Executive and Le: iſlative Authorities of the 


State, But when ſuch an irregularity has been once per- 


mitied, 


E 01 
mitted, and the balance of the ſyſtem ſeems to be affected 
by it, the equilibrium perhaps cannot be more naturally re- 
ſtored, than by placing a counterpoiſe of the ſame ſort on 
the other ſide. 
Wicked men, by the means of Clubs and aſſociations, 
have been ſpreading among the ſimple and ignorant, ſedi- 
tious opinions, deſtructive of good government, and the 
happineſs of us all. Good men aſſociate to counteract thoſe 
evil deſigns, to ſupport geod government, and to continue 
fo us our preſent happineſs. To aſſociate in the forms in 
which they do (as appears by their printed papers exhibited to 
this Society) is always ſeditious, and very often treaſonable : 
they all appear to be offenders againſt the law. To meet, 
as is now propoſed, for ſuppreſſing ſedition, for propagating 
peaceable opinions, and for aiding the magiftracy in ſubor- 
dination to the direction of the Magiſtrates—the law allows 
it, and the time requires it. 
By Order of the Society, 


JOHN MOORE, Secretary, 


#t a MEETING of the SOCIETY at the CROWN and 
ANCHOR TAVERN in the STRAND, November 29, 


17925 . | 
JOHN REEVES, Esd. in the Chair. 


＋ HE following Gentlemen are of the Committee for con- 
| ducting the Buſineſs of this Society : 
OHN REEVES, Eſq. 
JOHN "TOPHAM, Eq. 
JOHN BOWLES, Eſq. 
JOHN ROBERTS, Elq. 
ALEXANDER MAXWELL BENNET.Eſqg. 
Mr. JOHN SEWELL. 
PETER NOUAILLE, Efq. 
THO. LAW, Eſq. 
Mr. JOHN SARGEAUNT. 
JOHN THO. BATT, Efq. 
Mr. GEO. POTTER. 
CHA. TOWNSHEND, Eſq. 
Dr.. HALIFAX. 
Mr. ALEXANDER BRODIE, 
Hon. G. HOBART. 
THO. PLUMER, Eſq. 
6 YORKE, Eſq. 
GEORGE WARD, Eſq. 
W. DEVAYNES, Eſq. 


Reſolved, 


E 


Reſol ved, 


That this Committee do meet to-marrow, at twelvs 
o'clock, for the diſpatch of buſineſs. 


By Order of the Society, 
JOHN MOORE, Secretary. 


At the CROWN and ANCHOR TAVERN i the 
STRAND, November 30, 1792, 


Ar a Meeting of the Committee of this SOCIETY, 
JOHN RFEVES, Es9. in the Chair. 


Upon a view of the Conſiderations and Reſolutions pub- 
liſhed by this Society, and in conformity to the Opinions 
2nd Declarations therein contained, This Committee do 
hereby declare, thatthey will endeavour, by the circulation 
of chean Publications, or otherwiſe, to cauſe thoſe topicks 
of publick diſcuſſion, which have been lately perverted by 
evil-dehioning men, to be explained, for undeceiving and 
informing thoſe perſons who have been milled and deluded 
by ſpecious reaſonings and falſe repreſentations ; and that 
they will uſe their beſt endeavours, in aid and ſupport 
of the Civil-Nlagiſtrates, to diſcourage and counteract all 
ſeditious Publications and attempts to diſturb the Peace of 
tae Kingdom. 

In doing this, and in making the preſent declaration of 
their intention, they hope they fhall induce others, who 
have the ſame wiſh with themſelves to ſupport the good 
Laws and Conſtitution of this Kingdom, and the Peace and 
Happineſs of Society, to make fimilar exertions in their 
reſpective nei-hbourhoods for the like purpoſes. And it is 
further hoped, that by theſe means the Members of this 
Aſſociation will be better enabled, as it will become more 
particularly their duty, to a(iſt in preſerving publick order 


and tranquillity, in caſe of any attempt being made to diſturb 
them, 


| | Reſolved, 3 
f That as a conſiderable pecuniary Fund will be neceſſary 
for carrying into effect the purpoles of this Inſtitution, the 
Committee will than kfully receive the voluntary Contribu- 


tions o fall thoſe who are inclined to give their aid on the 
preſent occaſion. 


6 | Reſolyed, 


121 
- Reſolved, . 
That Subſcriptions be received by JOHN TOPHAM, 
Esd. the Treaſurer, at his Chambers, in Grays Inn. 


At the CROWN and ANCHOR, Strand ; and at the 
following Bankers: 


Meſſrs. DRUMMOND and Co. Charing-Croſs. 

Meſſrs. CHILD and Co. Temble-Bar. 

SMITH, PAINE and SMITH, Manſion-Houſe-ſtreet. 

CROFTS, DEVAYNES, and Co, Pall-mall. 

ns = 8 and HAMMERSLEY, 
FTall- mall. | 

VERE, LUCADOU, and Co. Lombard-ſtreet. 

EDWARDS, SMITH, MIDDLETON and Co. 


Stratford-place, 
NIBLETT and JELFE, Glouceſter. 
Meflrs. OGDEN, Saliſbury. 

CAM, WHUTEHEAD, and Co. Bath, 
Sir W. FORBES and Co. Edinburgh, 


Reſolved, 8 | | 
That the Thanks of this Committee be given to JOHN 
REEVES, Eſq. for the Zeal and Exertion which he has 
ſhewn in beginning and promoting this uſeful and well-timed 
Aſſociation. 
| JOHN REEVES, Chairman, 


At the CROWN and ANCHOR TAVERN, in the 
STRAND, December 1, 1792. 


Ar a MEETING of the COMMITTEE, 
JOHN REEVES, Esd. in the Chair. 


Reſolved, 


That the Thanks of this Society be given to the Right 
Hon, the LORD MAYOR of LONDON, for his well- 
timed Activity and Exertion in Support of the Laws and 
Conſtitution. 

This Society having been informed by S. W. Clayton, Eſq. 
that an Inſtitution upon the ſame Principles with this Aſſo- 
ciation has been formed at Peckham, of which he is 
Chairman; . IN 

. Reſolved, 


L. 13 1 


Reſolved, „ | 
That the Thanks of this Society be given him for this 
Communication, and that he be requeſted to eontinue his 


Correſpondence, 
JOHN REEVES, Chairman, 


- 


Ht a MEETING of the COMMITTEE at the CROWN 
and ANCHOR "TAVERN, December 4, 1792. 


JOHN REEVES, Esd. in the Chair. 


4 


HE following Addreſs to the Publick on the preſent 
* alarming criſis having been read, moved, and ſeconded, 


Reſolved, | 

That the ſame be publiſhed in all the newſpapers, 

« At a time when the recent exertions of Government 
ce confirm the reality of thoſe dangerous deſigns formed in 
'££ concert with perſons in Foreign Parts, with a view to 
& ſubvert the Laws and Conſtitution of this Realm, and ta 
« deſtroy all order and quiet therein—when there is every 
ce reaſon to believe, that among the conſiderable numbers of 
„French lately arrived in this Metropolis, many of them 

& hold regular correſpondence and communication with 

c various ill-diſpoſed perſons, in Clubs and other Meetings, 
inſtituted for the expreſs purpoſe of overturning the laws 

& and liberties of this Country the Committee feel it to 
be their duty to warn all good Citizens to be watchful, 
„and upon their guard, in order to detect and bring to 
« juſtice ſuch perſons, whether Foreigners or Britiſh ſubjects, 
«© who appear to plot and contrive againſt the peace 
% and good order of this happy Country, And the 

Committee therefore moſt earneſtly recommend to all 
Magiſtrates and others, as well in this metropolis and 
its neighbourhood, as in the more diſtant parts of theſe 
united kingdoms, a firm and vigilant exerciſe of their 
6 duty, as Magiſtrates and as Citizens, in detecting and 
« bringing to juſtice all thoſe whom they find offending in 
5 the reſpects abovementioned.” 


Reſolved, 


That This Committee, being perſuaded that great miſ- 
chief has been for ſome time paſt effected in this country by 
the circulation of Newſpapers filled with di/oyalty and ſedt- 

ele Ss © 
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tion, the writers of which manifeſtly appear by their language 
to be in the pay of French emiſſarjes, who wiſh to deſtroy 
our excellent Conſtitution, do earveſtly. recommend it to 
all good dubjects, whether Maſters of Private Families, 
or Keepers of Inns, Taverns, or Coltee-tloufes, to diſcon- 
einue and diſcourage the uſe and circulation of all ſuch diſ- 
Joyal and ſeditious "Newſpapers. | 


Reſolved, 
That Sir JOSEPH ANDREWS, Bart. be added to this 


Wommiltee,. 
JOIN REEVES, Eſq. Chairman. 


＋ꝓ— 
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Cron and Anchor, December 6, 1792. 
T a SPECIAL MEETING of the COMMIT ITE 
of this SOCIETY, 


JOHN REEVES, Eſg. in the Chair.) 


A 


This Committee conſidering that the great miſchief pro- 
dueed by ſeditious and treaſonable Libels is chiefly effected 
by felling them in ſhops, hawking them in the ſtreets, and 
giving them away; and conſidering that the venders and 
carriers of ſuch publications are generally acquainted with 
their contents, and evil deſign and tendency ; 


Reſolved, 

That a caution be hereby given to all ſellers of Newf- 
papers, Newſcarriers, perſons delivering hand-bills for club- 
meetings and the like, that if ſuch papers are ſeditious or 
treaſonable, they are aiſo guilty, equally with the original 
Publiſher, printer, or author; and that it becomes them 
ſeriouſly to conſider what are the Newſpapers, papers of in- 
vitation to clubs and other meetings, which they ſell, carry, 
or diſtribute, and whether they are of a-nature to bring upon 
them the penalties of the law, | 

It appearing to this Committee, that evil-deſigning men, 
induſtriouſty and malicioufly uſing means and inftruments 
never before reſorted to in this Country for ſpreading per- 
nicious opinions, have atddrefied themſelves principally to 
the manufacturing and labouring claſles of people, and by 
8 hand- bills, and various other devices, have en- 

eavoured to prejudice the minds of thoſe perſons againſt the 
King and Conſtitution, deluding them with falſe expecta— 
tions ; that their condition will be bettered by the ſubverſion. 


of 
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1 
of all diſtinctions of rank and property, and the introduce 
tion of Equality in their ſtead: It is | 
Reſolved, | 

That it be recommended to all Maſters of Families, all 
Maſter- Manufacturers, Traders and Others, to uſe their 
beſt endeavours to undeceive and inform their ſervants, their 
journeymen, their apprentices, their neighbours, and all 
perſons whom they find miſled and corrupted by ſuch inflam- 
matory and ſeditious writings or language; warning them, 
that if they maintain by word or by action treaſonable and 
ſeditious principles, they will incur the penalties of the law; 
and further inſtructing them, that none of the hopes ſo 
falſely and inſidiouſly held out to them can be realized; but 
that, on the contrary, ſuch wicked attempts will tend to the 
deſtruction of all trade and manufactures, by which they are 
ſupported, when induſtrious; and will deſtroy all the pro- 
viſion made for the poor, which they now enjoy, when they 
become unfit for labour, 

Reſolved, | 

That the following Opinions from the Commentaries of 
the excellent Mr. Juſtice Blackſtone, vol. iv. chap. 9. be 
publiſhed for the information of the ignorant, and as a 
Caution to the unwary. | | 

« Ifa party appriſed of any treaſon does not, as ſoon as 
* conveniently may be, reveal it to ſome judge of aſſize, 
tc or juſtice of the peace, he is guilty of miſpriſion of treaſon ; 
„ which is puniſhed by the loſs of the profits of lands 
“during life, forfeiture of goods, and impriſonment during 
JI. TE 

&« But if there be any probable circumſtances of aſſent ; 
* as if one goes to a treaſonable meeting, knowing before- 
c hand that a eonſpiracy is intended againff the king; or 
„being in ſuch company once by accident, and having 
heard ſuch treaſonable conſpiracy, meets the ſame com- 
% pany again, and hears more of it, but conceals it; this 
« is an implied aſſent in law, and makes the concealer guilty 
«© of actual high treaſon. 
„ Contempts and miſpriſions againſt the king's perſon and 
« government may be by ſpeaking or writing againſt them, 

curſing or wiſhing him ill, giving out ſcandalous ſtories 


concerning bim, or doing any thing that may tend to 
& leſſen him in the eſteem of his ſubjects, may weaken his 
government, or may raiſe jealouſies between him and his 
people. It has been alſo held an. offence of this ſpecies 


* to drink to the piqus memory of a traitor ; theſe being acts 
cc | 


cc 
=?” 


which impliedly encourage Rebellion. 
| | | & For 
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1 e For theſes ſpecies of eontem 

£ fined and impriſoned, but fu 

& famous corporal ie. T 


This Committee, fully fenfible of the many kind 5) in- 
tereſting Communications which they  cantiaually receive 
from various quarters, return thanks to their — 
-whoſe hints will he thankfully received, and carefully at- 
| tended to. In the mean time it is hoped that the variety of 
— buſineſs which occupies the Committee, will fur- 

an excuſe for their not returning immediate * is 
each letter which they may receive. 7 2, 


Books are opened at the Crown ani Nader for 41 
of Names, as well as the Receipt ePBeniarigtions. 


N. B. All Communications to-this- * are defiel & to 
be addteſſed to the Chairman at this _— 
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